Notice of Meeting

Scan here to access the public
documents for this meeting

Resources and Place
Scrutiny Committee

Monday 10 November 2025 at 6.30pm
In the Council Chamber Council Offices
Market Street Newbury

This meeting will be streamed live here: https://www.westberks.gov.uk/rpsclive

You can view all streamed Council meetings here:
https://www.westberks.gov.uk/councilmeetingslive

Date of despatch of Agenda: Friday 31 October 2025

For further information about this Agenda, or to inspect any background documents
referred to in Part | reports, please contact Stephen Chard (Democratic Services
Manager) on (01635) 519462

e-mail: stephen.chard@westberks.gov.uk

Further information and Minutes are also available on the Council’s website at
www.westberks.gov.uk
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Agenda - Resources and Place Scrutiny Committee to be held on Monday 10 November
2025 (continued)

To: Councillors Carolyne Culver (Chairman), Ross Mackinnon (Vice-
Chairman), Antony Amirtharaj, Jeremy Cottam, Laura Coyle,
Erik Pattenden, Christopher Read, Richard Somner and
Howard Woollaston

Substitutes: Councillors Adrian Abbs, Dennis Benneyworth, Paul Dick,
Billy Drummond, Alan Macro, David Marsh, Geoff Mayes, Biyi Oloko
and Clive Taylor

Agenda

Part | Page No.

1 Apologies for Absence 1-2
To receive apologies for inability to attend the meeting (if any).

2 Declarations of Interest 3-4
To remind Members of the need to record the existence and nature of
any personal, disclosable pecuniary or other registrable interests in items
on the agenda, in accordance with the Members’ Code of Conduct.

3 Local Government Reorganisation - Full Proposal for Oxfordshire 5-468
and West Berkshire
The English Devolution White Paper published on the 16 December
2024, outlined the government’s plans to reset the relationship with local
and regional government. The government stated that rebuilding and
reforming local government would be the foundation of devolution, with a
focus on getting the basics right.

On the 5 February, the government wrote to the Leaders of all two-tier
councils (the five district councils and the county council) in Oxfordshire.
This was a formal invitation to those Leaders to develop a proposal for
local government reorganisation and to provide guidance on the
development of proposals. The government invited the submission of
Interim Plans by 21 March 2025, followed by Full Proposals by 28
November 2025.

On the 10 February, West Berkshire Council received a formal request on
behalf of South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse Councils to consider
the option of a new unitary council covering the three areas. That resulted
in the development of an Interim Proposal, that was approved by West
Berkshire Council’s Executive at a meeting on 19 March 2025.
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Agenda - Resources and Place Scrutiny Committee to be held on Monday 10 November
2025 (continued)

The government invited the submission of full proposals by the 28

November, and this report proposes the approval by Executive of the Full
Proposal, produced at Appendix A, for submission to Government.
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Sarah Clarke
Executive Director - Resources

If you require this information in a different format or translation, please contact
Stephen Chard on telephone (01635) 519462.
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